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From the beginning of the flight the balloon threatened to crash
into the sea. To prevent this the aeronauts were forced to throw over-
board every movable article in the gondola. When only two-thirds of
the way across they had expended the whole of their ballast. Jefferies
tells us that Blanchard " threw away his great coat. On this I was
compelled to follow his example. Then he stript and cast away his
trousers. We put on our cork jackets, and were, God knows how,
but as merry as grigs, to think how we should splatter in the water."
Having thrown away all their landing-gear they had considerable
difficulty in bringing the balloon to rest when over French soil. They
came down over a forest and Jefferies succeeded in catching hold of a
tree-top. " You would have laughed to see us," says Jefferies. " Each
without a coat of any sort; Mr. Blanchard assisting at the valve, and
I holding the top of a lofty tree, and the balloon playing to and fro
over us, holding almost too severe a contest for my arms." Aftefc half
an hour's struggling they succeeded in landing, and were flatteringly
received by the inhabitants of Calais. A contemporary newspaper stated
in a leading article that: "This is the sixth voyage performed by
Mr. Blanchard in this balloon, and one of the most singular and bold
attempts ever made by man; Mr. Blanchard and Dr. Jefieries have the
honour of being the first aerial mariners."
FIRST   FATAL   ACCIDENT
Pilatre de Rozier, the first human being to make a balloon ascent,
met his death in attempting to emulate the feat of Blanchard and
Jefferies. He and a companion attempted the Channel crossing in a
compound balloon, consisting of a large hydrogen balloon with a
small hot-air balloon suspended underneath it. The composite craft
burst into flames at a height of 3,000 ft. and both aeronauts crashed
to their deaths. The conflagration was caused by a spark from the
brazier under the hot-air balloon coming 'in contact with the highly
inflammable hydrogen. This was the first fatal accident in the air.
EARLY   PARACHUTES
A form of parachute, differing but little from an ordinary umbrella
or parasol, was in use in the Far East at an early date, as a means of
enabling people to jump from great heights in safety. In 1793 a
French general named Bournonville was treacherously seized by the
Prince of Saxe-Coburg and imprisoiied in the fortress of Olmutz. He
made a valiant attempt to escape by jumping from a lofty wi&dbw
with an open umbrella in his hand. Unfortunately, he being a'rar-
pulent man, the umbrella failed to operate in the desired manner/ His
leg was broken, and he was recaptured.                       ^
The first person to study parachutes from die point of view o!
aeronautics was Leonardo da Vinci. Leonardo's ideas were expaiuied
by Fausto Veranzio who, in 1617, published a detailed |>lan for the
construction of a parachute.